
One-Point Perspective Grid - Printable  

1. We mark our central station point.  

 

2. 

Now raise a 45-degree line from the station point until it cuts the horizon. This is the diagonal vanishing point. (DVP). 



 

3. Mark the center of vision (CV) directly above the station point, on the horizon. 



 

4. Mark points along the ground line evenly spaced at a convenient measure. Then connect these points to the center of vision on the horizon. 



 



 

5. Using a faint line connect one of the marks along the ground line to the diagonal vanishing point.  



 

6. Wherever this line cuts the lines connected to the center of vision draw a horizontal line. Notice how perfectly they diminish; adding a strong 
sense of depth to your flat page. 



 

7. Eventually, we run out of intersections for the horizontals so we put in a new diagonal – corner to corner – through any of the squares we have 
completed and project it into the area in question. This gives us a whole new series of intersections where we now draw more diminishing lines. 

This grid is the basis of any drawing where an object has one side facing you. Some of the most convincing scenes in art have been based on this 
simple grid. 



 

8. So now we have the ground plane 'gridded up.' If we extend our markings up the sides of the drawing* we can project them back to the center of 
vision.  

*Be sure that the corners of your drawing coincide with one of the marks. 



 

9. Use where the horizontals cut the line leading from the corner of the image to create verticals on the wall.  



 

10. After that, it's a formality to connect these verticals and form a ceiling, should we need one. 



 

We can do this as all the marks around our image are the same distance from our eye, therefore they remain identical in size, it is only lines and 
planes that move towards or away from us that diminish. 

 


